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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 

TAGS: MPOL, ENRG, EG, IS 

SUBJECT: OIL EXPLORATION IN GULF OF SUEZ 

REF: (A) STATE 200897; (B) CAIRO 10819; (C) TEL AVIV 4492 

1 . WE HAVE HAD NO INDICATION THAT INTER-MINISTERIAL MEETING 
(REF A) ON GULF OF SUEZ OIL EXPLORATION WAS EVER HELD AND 
ARE INCLINED TO DOUBT THAT IT WAS, GIVEN PREOCCUPATION WITH 
HIJACKINGS AND ABSENCE OF MANY OFFICIALS ON SUMMER VACATION. 
IN ANY EVENT, ISRAELIS ARE UNLIKELY TO HAVE CHANGED THEIR 
VIEW THAT THEY HAVE RIGHTS UP TO MEDIAN LINE. 

2. IN OUR OPINION, ANY UNANNOUNCED EXPLORATION WORK IN 
PROXIMITY OF MEDIAN LINE WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY TRIGGER 
AN ISRAELI REACTION. AREA DESCRIBED PARA 2 OF REF B 

THUS SEEMS TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. LOCATION DESCRIBED PARA 
3 WOULD RUN LESS RISK OF ISRAELI HARASSMENT, BUT EVEN THERE 
WE RECOMMEND THAT GOI BE GIVEN ADVNACE NOTIFICATION OF 
PRECISE COORDINATES AND DATES OF DRILLING OPERATION. 

3. AS SUGGESTED BY AMBASSADOR TO NEA, WE BELIEVE BEST 
COURSE IS TO INFORM ISRAELIS IN ADVANCE OF OPERATION AND 
REQUEST THEIR ASSURANCES THAT THEY WILL NOT INTERFERE. 
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Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EXPLORATORY DRILLING, GULF OF SUEZ 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TELAV05571 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DC ADJUSTED PER TEL AVIV 5657 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D76031 2-0421 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 51 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
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Reference: 76 STATE 200897, 76 CAIRO 10819, 76 TEL AVIV 4492 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: greeneet 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <07 OCT 2004 by greeneet> 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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Secure: OPEN 
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